
Prayer & Servanthood
LIFE IN THE SPIRIT



I Am the True Vine

 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in me 

that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear 

fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3Already you are 

clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me, and I 

in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, 

neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the 

branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, 

for apart from me you can do nothing.

--– John 15:1-5





What is Prayer?

 Let’s say [prayer is to] what the Greeks called the Really Real, what lies 

within us, beyond the scrim of our values, positions, convictions, and 

wounds. Or let’s say it is a cry from within to Life or Love, with capital L’s. 

Nothing could matter less than what we call this force. . . . Let’s not get 

bogged down on whom or what we pray to. Let’s just say prayer is 

communication from our hearts to the great mystery, or Goodness . . . to 

the animating energy of love we are sometimes bold enough to believe 

in: to something unimaginably big, and not us. We could call this force Not 

Me . . . or for convenience we could just say “God.” 

-- Anne Lamott
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What is Prayer?

 It is necessary for us to recognize that there is an intelligent mysticism in the 

life of faith . . . of living union and communion with the exalted and ever-

present Redeemer. . . . He communes with his people and his people 

commune with him in conscious reciprocal love. . . . The life of true faith 

cannot be that of cold metallic assent. It must have the passion and 

warmth of love and communion because communion with God is the 

crown and apex of true religion.

-- John Murray
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What is Prayer?

 “prayer is not simply the solitary exploration of your own subjectivity. You 

are with Another, and he is unique. God is the only person from whom you 

can hide nothing. Before him you will unavoidably come to see yourself in 

a new, unique light. Prayer, therefore, leads to a self-knowledge that is 

impossible to achieve any other way.”

-- Tim Keller
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Purpose of Prayer

 Prayer is the only entryway into genuine self-knowledge. It is also the main 

way we experience deep change— the reordering of our loves. Prayer is 

how God gives us so many of the unimaginable things he has for us. 

Indeed, prayer makes it safe for God to give us many of the things we 

most desire. It is the way we know God, the way we finally treat God as 

God. Prayer is simply the key to everything we need to do and be in life.

-- Keller, Timothy
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How Important is Prayer?

 If you do not pray… are you a Christian?

 First Prayer 

 Admit

 Believe

 Commit



What Keeps us from Prayer?



What Keeps us from Prayer?

 Any concern too small to be turned into a prayer is too small to be made 

into a burden.

-- Corrie ten Boom

 If we make plans or change our plans out of fear or angst we need to pray



Foundation of Prayer

 The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear 

again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to 

sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit himself testifies with 

our spirit that we are God’s children. 

-- Romans 8:15-16



Scripture and Prayer

 Without immersion in God’s words, our prayers may not be merely limited 

and shallow but also untethered from reality. We may be responding not 

to the real God but to what we wish God and life to be like. Indeed, if left 

to themselves our hearts will tend to create a God who doesn’t exist.

-- Tim Keller



Purpose of Prayer

 “Our only hope was in the constant soul reorientation of prayer.”

-- Tim Keller

 “The function of prayer is not to influence God, but rather to change the 

nature of the one who prays.”

-- Jerry Bridges



The Impact of Prayer

 Job

 What had happened? The more clearly Job saw who God was, the fuller 

his prayers became— moving from mere complaint to confession, appeal, 

and praise. In the end he broke through and was able to face anything in 

life. This new refinement and level of character came through the 

interaction of listening to God’s revealed Word and answering in prayer. 

The more true his knowledge of God, the more fruitful his prayers became, 

and the more sweeping the change in his life.  

-- Tim Keller



Knowing & Being Known

 Knowing God is a matter of personal dealing. . . . Knowing God is more than 
knowing about him; it is a matter of dealing with him as he opens up to you, 
and being dealt with by him. . . . Friends . . . open their hearts to each other by 
what they say and do. . . . We must not lose sight of the fact that knowing God 
is an emotional relationship, as well as an intellectual and volitional one, and 
could not indeed be a deep relationship between persons if it were not so. 

-- J. I. Packer

 – Safe?” said Mr. Beaver; “don’t you hear what Mrs. Beaver tells you? Who said 
anything about safe? ‘Course he isn’t safe. But he’s good  

-- C.S. Lewis, The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe



The Rules of Prayer??

 John Calvin’s 5 “rules”

 1st reverence or the “fear of God.”

 2nd “the sense of need that excludes all unreality.”

 3rd we should have a submissive trust of God

 4th we are to pray with confidence and hope.

 Hebrews 11 - Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about 

what we do not see.

 5th Grace. 



The Rules of Prayer??

 Calvin urges us to not conclude that following any set of rules could make 

our prayers worthy to be heard . Nothing we formulate or do can qualify us 

for access to God. Only grace can do that— based not on our 

performance but on the saving work of Christ.

-- Tim Keller 



The Basis of Prayer

 Grace ceases to be grace if God is compelled to bestow it in the 

presence of human merit. . . . Grace ceases to be grace if God is 

compelled to withdraw it in the presence of human demerit. . . . [Grace] is 

treating a person without the slightest reference to desert whatsoever, but 

solely according to the infinite goodness and sovereign purpose of God.

-- C. Samuel Storms 



Biblical Leadership

 Submissive Leadership

 John 6:38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will 

of him who sent me

 Servant Leadership

 John 13 Washing disciples feet

 No one is above service 

 No one is below service

 The Lord of service

 When helping hurts



Biblical Leadership

 I have so much to do that I shall spend the first three hours in prayer.

--Martin Luther

 If you don’t know where you are going… any road will get you there.

-- Lewis Carroll

 If you don’t know where you are going… you will end up somewhere else.

--Yogi Berra



Who is Leading?

 We tend to use prayer as a last resort, but God wants it to be our first line of 

defense. We pray when there's nothing else we can do, but God wants us 

to pray before we do anything at all.

 Most of us would prefer, however, to spend our time doing something that 

will get immediate results. We don't want to wait for God to resolve matters 

in His good time because His idea of 'good time' is seldom in sync with 

ours.

-- Oswald Chambers



Who’s Leading?

 We tend to move towards easy/ enjoyable

 We tent to avoid pain/ fear/ weakness

 This pattern tends to pull us towards ourselves

 Differ to someone else - abdication



Leading in Weakness

 I have been driven many times upon my knees by the overwhelming 

conviction that I had no where else to go. My own wisdom and that of all 

about me seemed insufficient for that day.

-- Abraham Lincoln



I am with you

 John 14


15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the 

Father, and he will give you another Helper,[f] to be with you 

forever, 17even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 

because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells 

with you and will be[g] in you. 18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come 

to you. 19 Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but you will 

see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 In that day you will know that I 

am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+14&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26673f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+14&version=ESV#fen-ESV-26674g


A Few Encouragements

 Develop an intentional prayer life

 Consistent with your personality and season of life

 Talk to others about what is helpful to them

 Leader Specific Prayer

 Prayer walk

 Prayer for our friends

 Collaborative Prayer

 Active Imagination

 Rehearsal


